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Logline

A feature documentary
exploring the collapse of the
American Dream in the 21st
century.



They Stole My American Dream opens with the image of the American Dream — a symbol of freedom, opportunity, and success available to
all. Through archival footage, advertising, and political speeches, the film reveals how this promise once appeared in the public imagination.

Gradually, behind the façade of prosperity, troubling data and stark social contrasts begin to emerge. The economy of success proves
deeply intertwined with debt; justice turns into a business; the opioid epidemic exposes institutional failures; and healthcare remains
inaccessible to millions.

The film examines cultural and digital phenomena — cancel culture, social polarization, and expanding surveillance — showing how the
system shapes contemporary reality. Through the voices of experts, analysts, and individuals living within these processes, the
documentary constructs a comprehensive picture: the crises are not isolated incidents, but parts of an interconnected structure.

In the end, one central question remains: what happened to the American Dream — and can it be reclaimed?

Synopsis



They Stole My American Dream is a feature-length documentary exploring the transformation of the American Dream in the 21st century.

For decades, the United States promoted a powerful idea to the world: freedom, opportunity, and success are available to everyone. Today, that formula confronts a new
reality — a debt-driven economy, the prison industry, an epidemic of addiction, a healthcare crisis, expanding digital surveillance, and deep social polarization.

The film examines not isolated issues, but the systemic connections between them. Why have prisons become a business? Why does healthcare — among the most
expensive in the world — remain inaccessible to millions? Why is success increasingly built on credit? Where is the line between freedom of speech and cultural
pressure?

Through interviews with experts, individuals from diverse social backgrounds, and a comparative look at alternative social models, the film raises its central question:

Was the American Dream stolen — or has it simply transformed beyond recognition?

The film’s goal is not exposure for the sake of exposure, but an attempt to understand whether America can redefine its dream and restore trust in its own system.

Summary



Format

Feature documentary
Running time: 90–120 minutes 



Why This Story Matters Now?



The American Dream has become inaccessible for the majority: rising debt, income
inequality, and limited opportunities for the middle class.

Symbols of past success contrast with today’s reality.

The Crisis of the American Dream



Social Polarization

The intensification of cultural and political divisions.

Cancel culture, radical movements, tension on social media.



Economic Anxiety

Student loans, medical bills, mortgages, unstable
employment.

The economic vulnerability of the middle class is a key
driver of the crisis.



Why the World Looks at the USA

The United States remains a global symbol of freedom and success, which is why the crisis here
has international resonance.

The film is of interest not only to an American audience — it tells a story about how social and
economic models affect the entire world.



Film Concept



Approach and Tone

The film combines an analytical and investigative
approach: facts + personal stories.

The tone is serious but human; the film does not simply
expose, but seeks to understand the system.



Interviews with experts, analysts, politicians, and
ordinary people.

Different viewpoints are presented so that the audience
can draw its own conclusions.

Balance of Perspectives



The narrator does not impose an opinion, but guides the audience through visual contrasts and
structured chapters.

At times a voice-over, at times on-screen text.

Narrator



Archive: 1950s–60s, symbols of the American Dream, political speeches,
advertising, photographs of historical events.

Interviews: experts, protagonists, analysts.

Archive + Interviews



Rhythm: slow, contemplative shots → sharp facts and
figures → personal stories.

Shifts in mood through visual and audio elements: the
contrast between success and crisis.

Rhythm and Narrative
Structure



The film is visually contrasting, documentary in form, yet emotional.

Palette: cool tones for the present day, warm tones for archival footage.

Music: minimalist, emotionally underscoring the drama; sound design —
the everyday reality of the city and industry.

Style



Film Structure 



Act 1 — The Promise
Core idea: The American Dream in its classical
understanding — freedom, success, and
opportunity for all



Purpose of the act: to create an emotional connection to the “ideal,” to show what was promised.

Key points:

The “birth” of the Dream: the history of the country and its ideals.

The contrast between past and present — the first hints of a mismatch between promises and reality.

Act 1 — The Promise



Act 2 — The System

Core idea: Exploring the modern system — how it functions and why crises emerge.



Key points:

The debt economy (student loans, healthcare, mortgages).

The prison industry and the justice system.

Hidden mechanisms influencing the lives of ordinary people.

Purpose of the act: to show that the “system” shapes reality and that crises are not accidental.

Act 2 — The System



Act 3 — The Fracture

Core idea: The emergence of crises and conflicts as promises collide with reality.



Key points:

Social polarization and cancel culture.
 The addiction epidemic.
 Inequality in healthcare and education.

Purpose of the act: to show the drama of “Dream vs. Reality” on both a personal and societal level.

Act 3 — The Fracture



Act 4 — A Reset?

Core idea: The question of the future — is it possible to restructure the
system and restore trust in the Dream?



Key points:

Comparison with alternative systems.

 Possible paths for reform and rethinking the Dream.

Final question: “Was the American Dream stolen, or can it be restored?”

Purpose of the act: to give the audience hope and space for reflection.

Act 4 — A Reset?



Thematic Chapters



Cancel Culture

Core idea: How the culture of public shaming affects freedom of speech and individual lives.

Key question: Where is the line between accountability and societal pressure?



Core idea: The prison industry as a profitable system, where punishment becomes business.

Key question: Who wins and who loses in the “prison = profit” system?

Prisons as Business



Core idea: How fear and crime shape public consciousness and policy.

Key question: Is the population controlled by fear, or is it the state?

Crime & Fear



Opioid Epidemic 

Core idea: A national tragedy linked to institutional failures.

Key question: How did systemic decisions lead to widespread addiction?



Core idea: Debt dependency as the foundation of today’s economy of success.

Key question: Is it possible to succeed without going into debt?

Debt Economy



Core idea: One of the most expensive and inaccessible sectors for citizens.

Key question: Is healthcare accessible to everyone?

Healthcare



Core idea: The rise of chronic diseases as a reflection of the food system, work
culture, and lifestyle.

Key question: How do social and economic factors shape the health of a nation?

Obesity & Diabetes



Aging

Core idea: An aging population and the challenges of the pension system.

Key question: Who takes care of those who built the country?



Homelessness

Core idea: Homelessness as a symbol of the failure of the
social contract.

Key question: What happened to the promise of equal
opportunity?



Core idea: Digital control and the growth of monitoring.

Visuals: cameras, smartphones, data centers, surveillance graphics.

Key question: Where is the line between security and control?

Surveillance



Core idea: The impact of corruption on the economy, politics, and the justice system.

Visuals: offices, deals, interviews with experts, documents.

Key question: Who controls the system, and on whose side is the power?

Corruption



Core idea: A comparison of the American model with alternative systems of governance and economics.

Visuals: city footage, economic and rights infographics, interviews with experts.

Key question: What does the American model offer people compared to other countries?

USA vs. Other Countries



Core idea: The story of immigrants as a mirror of the American Dream and its accessibility.

Visuals: border areas, migrant camps, family stories, integration into communities.

Key question: How accessible is the American Dream to those who come seeking a new life?

Migrants



Protagonists



Core idea: Showing the impact of the debt
economy, unstable employment, and credit on
ordinary Americans.

Key question: Can the middle class fulfill the
promise of the Dream today?

Middle Class



Former Inmate

Core idea: Revealing the justice system through a personal story.

Key question: To what extent does the system provide a second chance?



Core idea: Highlighting the healthcare crisis and the accessibility of treatment.

Key question: How does the system constrain those who care for people?

Doctor / Healthcare Worker



Immigrant

Core idea: A personal story of seeking opportunities and integration.

Key question: How accessible is the Dream to those who come to the country?



Expert / Analyst

Core idea: Provides context and explains the
interconnections of systemic problems.

Key question: How are the crises interconnected, and
why do they occur?



Core idea: A character who challenges or reinforces existing stereotypes, creating
contrast for the audience.

Key question: Is an alternative version of the American Dream possible?

Contrasting Character



Visual Style



Archival footage: warm, nostalgic tones that create a sense of a past Dream.

Contemporary footage: cool, muted tones that emphasize contrast and unease.

Accent colors: red for crises and tension, blue/gray for the system and
bureaucracy.

Palette and Color Design



Urban Contrasts

The city as a character in the film: skyscrapers vs. slums, affluent neighborhoods vs. poor
districts.

Visuals: drone shots, time-lapses, close-ups of people on the streets.

Purpose: to show social and economic division through visual contrasts.



Archival Materials
Historical footage from the 1950s–60s: advertisements, political speeches, everyday life.

Fragments of news broadcasts, photo chronicles.

Editing: smooth transitions from archive → present day to contrast promise and reality.



Numbers and facts presented through animations, charts, graphs, and maps.

Highlight the debt economy, healthcare, the prison industry, and migration.

Purpose: to make complex systems understandable for the audience.

Infographics and Data Visualization



Music: minimalist, emotional, underscoring the drama and tension.

Sound effects: city ambience, work environments, hospitals, empty streets —
immersing the audience in the atmosphere.

Contrast: archival footage with original music of that era → the present day with tense
sound design.

Sound and Music



Close-ups of faces, details of everyday life, architecture, symbols of success and decline.

Camera: dynamic and static shots, drones, POV filming, observation through screens (digital
POV).

Purpose: to create emotional and visual immersion, allowing the audience to feel the contrasts
between past and present.

Cinematic Style



References



Approach: combining real stories, experts, and the visualization of digital processes.

Similarity: shows the impact of systems (technological and social) on people’s lives.

Purpose: to present a modern, “digital” perspective on social issues.

Visuals: graphics, interviews, digital interfaces.

The Social Dilemma



Approach: an investigation of a systemic economic problem, with accessible and clear
explanations of complex structures.

Similarity: shows the interconnection between economic structures and human consequences.

Visuals: archival footage, charts, interviews with experts.

Purpose: to emphasize the film’s analytical depth.

Inside Job



Approach: combining analysis, visual storytelling, and the complexity of social systems.

Similarity: an exploration of hidden mechanisms of power and influence on mass
consciousness.

Visuals: montage of archival footage, contemporary scenes, overlaying infographics.

Purpose: to show that the film examines not isolated events, but the system as a whole.

HyperNormalisation



Approach: a focus on the justice system and its social consequences through personal stories
and statistics.

Similarity: a deep exploration of the prison industry and injustice.

Visuals: interviews with experts, archival footage, infographics.

Purpose: to demonstrate the social and emotional power of documentary storytelling.

13th (Ava DuVernay)



Audience and Market



Primary audience: adults aged 25–55 interested in social, economic, and cultural issues.

Secondary audience: students, activists, and professionals in the fields of law, healthcare,
and economics.

Reason for interest: the film presents systemic problems affecting the life of every
American through real stories.

Target Audience: USA



Viewers are interested in understanding the American model, its global influence, and international trends.

The film is of interest to educational institutions and festivals that showcase socially relevant projects.

Target Audience: Europe and the
International Market



Ideal platforms: Netflix, HBO Max, Amazon Prime, Apple TV — audiences are
accustomed to high-quality documentary projects.

Potential: festivals, educational screenings, thematic panels.

Platforms and Streaming



Supporting the release through:

Short video clips for Instagram, TikTok, and YouTube.

Infographics and visual materials on the thematic crises.

Purpose: to engage a younger audience and foster a conversational environment around the film’s issues.

Social Media and Additional Content



Release Strategy



Main goals: premieres at international and American festivals to generate prestige and media interest.

Potential festivals: Sundance, Tribeca, SXSW, IDFA, Hot Docs.

Purpose: to position the film as a premium and socially significant project.

Festival Route



Sales and Streaming

Sales to platforms: Netflix, HBO Max, Amazon Prime, Apple TV — ideal for international
reach.

Partnerships with media companies and documentary labels.



Main tools:

Interviews with the director and protagonists.
 Publications in thematic outlets (The Atlantic, New York Times, Wired).
 Social campaigns with interactive infographics and teasers.

PR and Media Support



Partnerships with universities, research centers, and nonprofit organizations.

Purpose: to discuss the film’s issues in educational and expert settings, fostering a
conversation about the future of the American Dream.

Academic and Thematic Panels



Production Plan



ResearchThis stage includes:

Collecting archival materials, statistics, and news publications.

 Interviews with experts and analysts.
 Preparation of thematic chapters and protagonists.
 Timeline: 2–3 months of active research.



Locations: USA (cities, rural areas, prisons, hospitals), other countries for the
comparative segment.

Format: interviews, everyday life of protagonists, drones, POV filming, close-ups.

Timeline: 4–5 months of shooting.

Production



Editing: combining archival and contemporary footage, infographics, subtitles.

Color grading and sound design: contrast between past and present, creating emotional
immersion.

Timeline: 3–4 months.

Post



Project TimelineOverall schedule:

Research: 2–3 months
 Production: 4–5 months
 Post-Production: 3–4 months

 Festivals and release: after post-production

Purpose: to show that the project is structured and realistic in terms of timing.



Budget



Total Amount and Structure

Estimated total amount: $1,200,000 (approximate, depending on shooting and archival
materials).

Main categories: Research, Production, Post, PR & Release, contingency.



Includes::

Collecting archives and licenses.
 Research and preparation for interviews.
 Team of analysts and assistants.

Estimated budget share: 10–15%.

Research



Production
Main expenses:

Film crews, cameras, equipment.
 Locations, transportation, logistics, insurance.
 Flights and accommodation for shoots outside the USA.

Estimated budget share: 40–50%.



Post & PR / Release

Post-production: editing, color grading, sound, graphics and infographics — 25–30%.

PR, festivals, marketing, promotional materials — 10–15%.

Contingency: 5%.



Risks and Legal Strategy



Legal and ethical:

Use of archival materials and copyright.
 Interviews with protagonists: consent, protection of identity.
 Potential legal disputes when criticizing specific institutions or companies.

Production risks: shooting delays, access to locations, weather and logistical constraints.

Main Risks



Legal Strategy
Licensing of archives and media content.

Consents and agreements with protagonists, interviewees, and experts.

Consultations with lawyers on copyright, defamation, and reputational risks.

Production insurance and professional liability coverage.



Risk Management and Transparency

Regular review of legal aspects at all stages of production.

Internal documentation for material storage and data protection.

Ensuring a transparent and ethical approach toward protagonists, experts, and audiences.



Team



Dmitry is the founder of DK FILMS, an independent Hollywood production company. Collaborating
with stars and industry professionals, he produces feature films and documentary series,
including the series UTTER FUCKING MADNESS. Dmitry combines the skills of not only a producer,
but also a director, filmmaker, and cinematographer. He fully immerses himself in the
environment to capture the most honest and emotionally powerful moments. His presence during
filming is almost unnoticeable — people forget they are being filmed and perceive him as a
friend or a participant in the event. This approach makes the material organic and truthful. His
experience in creating high-quality content and working on major media projects makes him a
key figure in bringing this film to life.

Director and Producer – Dmitry Korikov



Screenwriters

Aslanova Ainura

Alexander Belogai



Contacts and Project Support
Phone: +1 833 DK FILMS 
Website: dkfilms.tv

Dmitry Korikov
Email: p2@korikov.net
Telegram: @korikov

Social Media:
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/thedkfilms/
 


